
Summer Preparation – A Level History AQA 
1K The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865–1975
2S The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007
NEA

1K The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865–1975 2S The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007

Complete at least 2 book reviews from the following:
• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Color Purple by Alice Walker
• The Help by Kathryn Stockett
• Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
• The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
• The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead
• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
• Four Hundred Souls: A Community History of African America 

1619-2019, edited by Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain

Complete at least 2 book reviews from the following:
• Small Island by Andrea Levy
• Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race by Reno-

Eddi Lodge
• Murder in Notting Hill by Mark Olden
• Fifty Dead Men Walking by Martin McGartland
• Natives by Akala
• Never Had It So Good: A History of Britain from Suez to the 

Beatles by Dominic Sandbrook
• Family Britain by David Kynaston

Complete at least 2 film reviews from the following:
• Detroit
• Mississippi Burning
• The Great Gatsby
• Twelve Angry Men
• The Butler
• Public Enemies
• Bridge of Spies

Complete at least 2 film/documentary reviews from the following:
• Fifty Dead Men Walking
• The Iron Lady
• The Crown
• The Queen
• Small Axe: Mangrove 
• 9/11
• Fahrenheit 9/11
• Black Power: A British Story of Resistance

• Malcolm X
• Selma
• The Best of Enemies
• Thirteen Days
• First Man
• We Were Soldiers
• Nixon



Unit 1K: Pre-Course Reading and summer work

You need to create character profiles for 
the following individuals:
• Abraham Lincoln
• Andrew Johnson
• Ulysses Grant

The profiles should include the 
following:
• Background, marriage and family
• Character and beliefs
• Key achievements
• Historical interpretations

You also need to create key event 
profiles for the following:
• 13th Amendment: end of slavery
• Ku Klux Klan founded
• Reconstruction Act
• 14th Amendment: citizenship rights

The profiles should include the 
following:
• Description, what?
• Why?
• Consequences?
• Historical interpretations



Unit 2S: Pre-Course Reading and summer work

You need to create character profiles for 
the following individuals:
• Churchill
• Eden
• Macmillan
• Home

The profiles should include the 
following:
• Background, marriage and family
• Character & beliefs
• Ability as a leader

You also need to create them for the 
following:
• Gaitskell
• Bevan

With a slightly different focus of:
• Background, marriage and family
• Character & beliefs
• Role if the Labour Party
• Aims and abilities



History: An Introduction

Miss Lockett

lockett@universityofkentacademiestrust.org.uk

mailto:lockett@universityofkentacademiestrust.org.uk


Why do you want to study History?



Why should you choose to study 
History?
▪ Develop your skills in critical thinking, interpretation and 

analysis. 

▪ Learn more about the world you’re living in and why things 

are the way they are.

▪ It’s academically rigorous - excellent preparation for many 

future pathways including law and journalism.



But mainly…

because you love it!



Overview of course
 
Unit 1K:

The Making of a Superpower: USA, 1865 - 1975:
• How did government, political authority and political parties change and 

develop?
• In what ways did the economy and society of the USA change and 

develop?
• How did the role of the USA in world affairs change?
• How important were ideas and ideology?
• How united was the USA during this period?
• How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were 

they affected by developments?



Overview of course
 Unit 2S The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007
Part one: building a new Britain, 1951–1979
The Affluent Society, 1951–1964
The Sixties, 1964–1970
The end of Post-War Consensus, 1970–1979

Part two: Modern Britain, 1979–2007
The impact of Thatcherism, 1979–1987
Towards a new Consensus, 1987–1997
The Era of New Labour, 1997–2007

Unit 3: NEA Coursework



Overview of course
 

Unit 3: NEA Coursework

A 4500 word analysis of a historical question over the range 
of 100 years. 

Previous topics include:
- Motivations for the Crusades
- Motivations for the Spanish Inquisition
- Reasons for the increase in accusations of Witchcraft
- Reasons for the abolition of the trade of enslaved people 

in the British Empire 



Any questions?



How long have the 
American people been 
saying 
‘Black Lives Matter’?



What can we learn from sources about America in 1865?

Victory march for the United States, 1865

Piano music

Music associated with the Union side



What can we learn from sources about America in 1865?

K.K.K., or Bloody moon waltz

Nashville, 1868

Music associated with the Confederate 

side



What can we learn from sources about America in 1865?

Cartoon showing man burning KKK 

garment and shaking an African 

American's hand.

Created / Published

1877



What can we learn from sources about America in 1865?

Abolishing Slavery. Joint resolution of the 

thirty eighth Congress of the United States of 

America, proposing an amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States, abolishing 

slavery.



What can we learn from sources about America in 1865?

Passed by Congress on January 31, 

1865, and ratified on December 6, 

1865, the 13th Amendment 

abolished slavery in the United 

States.



Session two: An 
introduction to 
Reconstruction America



What can we learn from Michael Harriot’s essay about the 
period of Reconstruction in America?

Journalist

How would you 

describe the 

reconstruction period? 

What are going to be 

the major issues facing 

African Americans?

What are going to be 

the major issues facing 

the United States?



What can we learn from Michael Harriot’s essay about the 
period of Reconstruction in America?

Journalist

What was the most 

important issue facing 

reconstruction 

America? 

Elevator pitch:

You have one minute to 

convince me!



Unit 1K: Pre-Course Reading and summer work
You need to create character 

profiles for the following 

individuals:

• Abraham Lincoln

• Andrew Johnson

• Ulysses Grant

The profiles should include the 

following:

• Background, marriage and 

family

• Character and beliefs

• Key achievements

• Historical interpretations

You also need to create key event 

profiles for the following:

• 13th Amendment: end of slavery

• Ku Klux Klan founded

• Reconstruction Act

• 14th Amendment: citizenship 

rights

The profiles should include the 

following:

• Description, what?

• Why?

• Consequences?

• Historical interpretations



Unit 2S: Pre-Course Reading and summer work
You need to create character 

profiles for the following 

individuals:

• Churchill

• Eden

• Macmillan

• Home

The profiles should include the 

following:

• Background, marriage and 

family

• Character & beliefs

• Ability as a leader

You also need to create them for 

the following:

• Gaitskell

• Bevan

With a slightly different focus of:

• Background, marriage and family

• Character & beliefs

• Role if the Labour Party

• Aims and abilities
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